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FRIDAY Ocfoben 14 1774. 


Reſolutions —— 7 


* 


the Britiſh parliament claiming a power, of 
right to bind the people of America, by 


ſlatute in all caſes_whatſoever, hath in ſome” acts ex- 


prefly impoſed taxes en them, and in others under va - 


rious pretences, but in fact for the purpoſe el raiſing. IN | 


revenue, hath impoſed rates and duties payable in 
al- . theſe colonies, eftabliſhed. à board of © commiſſioners 


with unconſtitutional powers, and. extended the juriſ- 
diction of courts of admiralty, not only for collecting 


the ſaid duties, but for the trial of cauſes merely . 
within the body of a county.  * 


And whereas in conſequence of othes - ſtatutes judges,.. 


"wha before held only eſtates at will in their offices, 
have been made deperidant on the crown alone for 


* And it has lately been reſolved in parliament, that” by _ 
. force of a ſtatute. made in the thirty fifth year ef*the 


reign of King: Henry the eighth, coloniſts maß be 
- tranſported to England and tried there upon acchſati- 


ons for treaſons and mifprifions, or concealments off 
treaſons committed in the colonies; and by a late ſta - 
tute, ſuch trials have Wes directed ja caſes therei in 
mentioned. 


And a in ce laſt ſ:Mon ak . Mike 


ſtatutes were made : one entitled, An-a& to difcon- > 
„ tinue in ſuch manner, and for, ſach time as are 


- The Conc RESS came into the . 


HERE As, fiice the: clefs-off n *telt ws: 


their ſalaries, and ſtanding armies kept in time of peace. 1 


5 


18 8 therein mentioned, the landing and diſ charging la- 5 
8 . 8 Zing. 
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> ot” the” town, and within the harbods are Boflon, 
„ in the province of Maſſachuſetts- Bay, in North - 
% America.” Another entitled, An act for the 
better regulating the goverament of the province of 
- the Maſlichuſetts-Bay, in New- England.“ And 
1 another entitled. An act for the impartial adminiſ- 
tration of juſtice, in the caſes of perſons queſtioned 
for any act done by them in the execution of the 
* Jaw, or for the ſuppreſſion of riots and tumults, in 
1 the province of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, in New- 
England.“ And another ſtatute was then made, 
<4" or making more effectual previſion for the govern- 
e ment of the province of Quebec, &c. All which 
8 ſtatutes are impolitic, unjuſt, and cruel, as well as un- 
_., conſtitutional, and moſt dangerous and deſtructive : 
of American rights. | 
And whereas, aſſemblies have: been eee dit 
ſolved, contrary to the rights of the people, when they 
35 attempted to deliberate on grievances ; and their dum ĩ 
tiful, humble, loyal and reaſonable petitions to the * 
dero n for redreſs, have been repeatedly treated ers „ 
| - contempt. by his Majeſty's miniſters of ftate. . =, 
The good people of the ſeveral colontes of New- SY 
I Mampltore, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Pro- 
- vidence plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New- 
| Jerſey, Pernſylvania, New-Caftle Kent and Suſſex on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, and 
| 1 South - Carolina, juſtly alarnied at theſe arbitrary pro- 
| e -. ecedings of parliament and adminiſtration, have ſeve- 
oO rally eleQted, conſtituted, and appointed deputies to 
west and fit in general congreſs in the city of Phil - 
delphi a, in order to obtain ſuch eſtabliſhment, as that 
their region, laws, and liberties may not be ſubverted: 
| Whereupon the deputies fo appointed being now aſ- _ 
____ _ fembled, ia a full and free repreſentation of theſe colo- 
"nies, taking inte their. moſt ſerious conſideration the _ 
beſt means of attaining the ends aforeſaid, do in the | | 
flüirſt place, as Engliſhmen their anceſtors in like caſes 
hape uſually done, tor aſſerting and vindicating their + 
rights and liberties, DECLARE, 8 5 
7373 That the inhabitants of the Engliſh colonies, I 
—_. "North: in, 1 the immutable os 'of nature, rhe 
. | . eee 1 


* 


— 
— 


— 


| welnciples of the Engliſh confi 8 the fovurad. : 
charters or compacts, have the following RIGHTS. — 


lite liberty, and property: and they have never ceded 


| firſt ſettled theſe colonies, were at the time of their 


rights, liberties, and immunities of free and natural 
born ſubjects, within the my of England, | 


' reign, in ſuch manner as has been heretofore-uſed and 


1 


. 
* % 5 
+. * * 
0 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 1. That they are entitled to 


to any ſovereign power whatever, 4 Fight: to diſpoſe. of 7 
either without their conſent. _ 5 
Reſlved, N. C. D. 2. That eur anceſtors, — 5 5 


emigration from the mother country, entitled to all the 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 3. That by ſuch emigration - 
they by no means. forſeited, ſurrendered, or loſt any of 
thoſe rights, but that they were, and their deſcendants 
now are, entitled to the exerciſe and enjoyment-of. all 
ſuch of them, as their local and other circumſtances 
enable them to exerciſe and enjoy. * 

Reſolved, 4. That the foundation of Ex gliſh liberty. 
and of all free government, is a right 1 in the people to 
participate in their legiſlative council: and as the Eng- *. 
liſh coloniſts are not repreſented, and from. their local 
and other circumſtances cannot properly be repreſented. 
in the Britiſh parliament, they ate entitled to a free 
and excluſive power of legiſlation ia their ſeveral pro- 2 1 
Vimncial Legiſlatures, where their right of repreſentation.” © 5 — 
can alone be preſerved, in all caſes of taxation and ink ] 
ternal polity, ſubject only to the negative of their ſove- BY — 


accuſtomed : But from the neceſlity of the caſe, and a 
regard to he mutual intereſts of both countries, we 
cheerfully conſent to the operation of ſuch acts of the 
. Britiſh-parliament, as are bona fide, refirained, to the 
"regulation of our external commerce, for the purpoſe of © 
| ſecuring the commercial advantages of the whole empire 
to the mother country, and the commercial benefits. of 
its reſpective members, excluding every idea of taxation 
Pay Pre or external, for raiſing a revenue on the lobjects 
in America without their conſent. | 
e N. C. B. „ That rhe reſpedive colo · 
nies are entitled to che common Jaw of England, and 
more efpectally to the great and ineſtimable- priviledge 5c ; 
of being tried by their peers of the 8 ee 
ts the courle os: thachaw, . 


* 


Reſolved, 6. That they are caſed: to the beet” | 
af ſuch of the Engliſh Ratutes, as exifted at the time of 
their colonization ; and which they have, by experi- 
ence, reſpectively found to be applicable to their ſeveral . 
local and other circumſtances. 7 

Reſolved, N. C. D. 7. That theſe, his Majeſty” * 

colonies are likewiſe entitled to all the immunities and 
Privileges granted and confirmed to them by royal : 

; Charters, or ſecured by their ſeveral codes of provincial. | 
laws. _ 
Rejolved, NV. C. BD. That they have a right : 
peaceably to aſſemble, a of their grievances, and 
Petition the King; and that all profecutidhs; prohibi- 
rory + ee and commitments for the fame, 


are illegal. 
Reſolved, N. C. 8. That the Nephg a ſtand- 
ing army in theſe colonies, in times of peace, witheut * 
the conſent of the legiſlature of that colony i in which 
ſuch army is kept, is againſt law. 
4 c ii It's iadiffengbly gecef- 
ry to good 1 and rendered effential by che 
En liſh conſtitution, that the conſtituent branches of 8 
x hg legiſlature be independant of each other; that, 
therefore, the exerciſe of legiſlative power in ſeveral 
Cblonies, by a council appointed, during pleaſure, by 
the crown, is unconflitutional, dangerous, and deferuc- | 
Live to the freedom of American legiflation, 
All and each of which, the aforeſaid deputies in be- 
_ half of themſelves, and their conſtituents, do claim, de- 
mand, and inſiſt on, as their indifputable rights and _ - 
Uberties; which cannot be legally taken from them, 
Altered or abridged by any power whatever, without 
their own conſent, by their repreſentatives i in their fen 5 
veral provincial legiſlatures. | 
In the courſe of our inquiry, we find many iafrinße · 5 
ments and violatiens of the foregoing rights; which, 
from an ardent deſire that harmony and mutual inter- ; | 
courſe of. affection and intereſt may be reſtored, we 
paſs over for the preſent, and proceed to ſtate ſuch acts 
and meaſures as have been adopted ſince the laſt warr, 
which demonſtrate a lem formed to enſlave Ame- | 


; rica. Re Fr - 
X Gd dhl. © 


3 


— 


Ts 1. 


besen . C. D. That the following acts of: 


8 parliament. are- infringements and violations of he. | 


rights of the celoniſts 3. and that the repeal of them 
is eſſentially neceſſary, in order to reſtare harmony be- 
tween Great- Britain and the American colonies, viz. 


Tze ſeveral acts of 4 Geo. III. ch. 15. and ch. 34. 


—5 Geo. III. ch. 25. 6 Geo. III. ch. 52 7 Geo 


III. ch. 41. and ch. 46.—8 Geo. III. ch. 22. which... | 
impcſe duties for the purpoſe of raifing a revenue in 


America, extend the powers. of the admiralty courts 
beyond their ancient limits, deprive the American ſab. 


jects of trial by jury, authoriſe the judges certificate: 0 | 


indemgify the proſecutor from damages, that he 
might otherwiſe be liable to, requiring oppreflive ſe- 


_  curity from a claimant. of ſhips and goods ſeized, be- 
fore he ſhall be allewed to defend his property and 


are ſubverſive of American rights. 


Alſo 12 Geo. III. ch. 8. intituled, 0 An * 


the better ſecuring his Majeſty's dock- pn maga- 
Eines, ſhips, ammunition and ſores.” 
clares a new offence in America, and deprives the 


American ſubject of a conltitutional trial by jury of 


the vicinage, by authoriſing the trial of any perſona 
charged with the committing any offence deſcribed in 

the ſaid act out of the realm, to be indifted and tried 

for the ſame in any ſhire or county within the realm. 


- Alſo the three acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of par · ws 


4iament, for topping the port and blocking up the har- 
bour of Boſton, tor altering the charter & government 
of Maſſachuſetts- Bay, and that which is intituled, 


An act for the better adminiſtration of juſlice, &. 
Alſo the act paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion for eſtabliſnipg 

the Roman catholic religion in the province of Que- 

dec, aboliſhing the equitable ſyſtem of Engliſh laws, 

and erecting a tyranny there, to the great Uanger, 

from ſo total a diſſimularity of religion, law, and Fee 8 


'verament to the neighbouring Britiſh colonies, by t 


5 aſſi iance of wheſe blood and treaſure the fad enced : 


Was conquered from France, 


Alſo rhe add paſſed in the ame. ile Lay the betieg- 
providing ſuitable quarters for officers and ae in | 


His Aajelty' $ ſervice i in North-America. 


B N Alle 


Which de- 


4 * 


8 L 10 7 


- Alfo that the keeping a fanding arms in ſeveral of 


. theſe colonies, in time of peace, without the conſent of 
- the legiſlature of that OP: in OR fuck was is 


kept, is againſt ox 


The Cen Ess, Som time to time, paſſed. the 


following Relolves : : 
 Refotortt, That this Congreſs 40 approve bf che o op- 


22 made by the inhabitants of the Maſfachuſetis- 


Bav. to the execution of the late acts of Parliament „ 


and if the ſame ſhall be attempted to be carried ints 


execution by torce, in ſuch caſe, all America ought to 
Tspport them in their oppoſition. 
Re ſolvsd, That it is the opinion of this body, that 
the removal of the people of Boſten-ints the country, 
would be, not only extremely difficult in the execution, 


but fo important in its conſequenees, as to require the 
utmoſt deliberation before it is adopted. But in caſe 


the provincial meeting of that colony {hall judge it 
abſolately neceſſary, it is the opinion of this Congr eſs, 
that all America ought to contribute towards recem- 


penſing them for the injury they may N ſullain; 


and it will be recommended accordingly. 
Reſolved. That this Congreſs do recemmend to the 
inhabitants of the colony of the Maffachuietts Bay, 


to ſubmit to a ſuſpenſion of the adminiſtration of juſtice, 
where it cannot be procured in a legal and peaceable 
manner, under the rules of the charter and the laws 
founded thereon, until the effects of our application for 


a repeal of the acts, by which theig charter rights are 
infringed, is known, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That every verſan 1 porſcus N 
wWhbomſoever, who ſhall take, accept, or act under any 


commiſſion or authority, in anywiſe derived from the 
act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, changiog the 


form of government and violating the charter of the 
province of the Maſſachuſetts: Bay, eught to be held in 


deteſtation and abhorrence by sll good men, and con- 


 $idered as the wicked tools of that deſpotiſm, which is 
preparing to geltroy thoſe rights, which God, nature 


and compact have given to America. 


| Refolved 15 


N 


Reſolved 1 WE That the people of Boſton. | 
and the Mafſachuſetts-Bay, be adviſed ſtill to conduct 


- 


themſelves peaceably towards his excellency General 


Sage, and his Majeſty's troops now ſtationed in the 
town of Boſton, as far as can poſſibly conſiſt with their 
immediate ſafety and the ſecurity of the town ; avoid- 
ing and diſcountenaneing every violation of bis Ma- 
Jeſty's property, or any inſult to” bis troops; and that 
they peaceably and firmly perſevere in the line ia 
which they are now ee thamſevcs on the de- 
fenfive. _ 

Reſolved, That the ſeizing or attempting to ſeine, 
any perſon in America, in order to tranſport ſuch per- 
fon beyond the ſea, for trial of offences committed 
within the body of a county in America, being againſt 
law, will juſtify and ought to meet with n 18 | 
ceprifal.”. 


SATURDAY, Ober "22, 


| | Reſolved, As the opinion of the Congrats that it 
will be neceſſary that a Congreſs ſhould be held oa the 
forth day of May next, unlels the redrefs of grievances, 
Which we have deſired, be obtained before that time. 
And we recommend that the ſame be held at the city 
' of Philadelphia, and that all the colonies in North- 
America chuſe deputies as ſoon as poſlible, to attend 2 
ſuch N | | 


| TunsDar, October 25. 


Reſolved, That the congreſs in their en names, 
and in behalf of all thoſe whom they repreſent, do pre- 
ſent their moſt grateful acknowledgments., to thoſe tru. 
ly noble, henorable, and patriotic advocates of civil 
and religious liberty; who have ſe generouſly and 
powerfully, tho' unſucceſsfully, eſpouſed and defended 
the cauſe of America, beth ia and out of parliament. 


A Copy of the letter to General Gage was brought 
into Congreſs, and goed to order. figned, by the 
rebate and is as . 


: „ 5 8 Phila rob, 


Us 12 — 


Sin, r One mY $97. 5 
HE beste of the town of Boſton have in- 
formed us, the repreſentatives of his Majeſty's 
fairhfol ſubjects, in all the colonies from Nova Scotia 
to Georgia, that the fortificatians erecting within that 

town, the frequent invaſions of private property and 
. the repeated inſults they receive from the ſoldiery, 
have given them great reaſon to ſuſpect a plan is form- 
ed very de ſtructive to them and nn to overthrow 
the liberties of America. 
' Your Excellency cannot be a firanger to the ſenti- 
ments of America, with reſpect to the late acts of Par- 
+; Jiament, under the execution of which thoſe unhappy 
people are oppreſſed ; the approbation univerſally ex- 
_ preſſed of their conduct and the determined reſolution 
of the colonies, for the preſervation of their common 
rights, to unite in their oppoſition to thoſe acts: — In 
conſequence of theſe ſentiments, they have appointed 
us the guardians of their rights and liberties, and we 
are under the deepeſt concern, that whilſt we are pur- 
ſuing every dutifal and peaceable meaſure to procure 
a cordial and effectual reconciliation between Great- 
Britain and the colonies, your Excellency ſhould pro- 

" ceed in a manner that bears ſo hoſtile an — 
and which even thoſe oppreſſive acts do not warrant. 

__- Weentreat your Excellency to conſider, what a ten- 
pr this conduct muſt have, to irritate and for ce a 
people, however well diſpoſed to peaceable meaſures, 
into hoſtilities, which may prevent the endeavours of this 
Congreſs toreſtore a good underſtanding with the parent 
ſtate, and may involve us in the horrors of a civil war. 

In order therefore to quiet the minds, and remove 

. the re ona he jealouſies of the people, that they may 

not be driven to a ſtate of deſperation, being fully 
perſuaded of their pacific diſpoſition towards the King's 
troops, could they be aſſured of their own Tafety, we 

hope, Sir, you will diſcontinue the fortificatiohs in and 
abut Boſton, prevent any further invaſions of private 
£2 property, refrain the irregularaties of the ſoldiers, and 
give orders that the communications between the town 
and cc untry, may be open, unmulefcd, and free. 
3 by ade. and in behalf of the General Congreſs. 
: Pk YTON Kaub e, Preßdent. 
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m ASSOCIATION eV 
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0 E bis Majeſty” s moſt loyal Subjects, theDelegutes Fg 
of the ſeveral Colonies of New-Hampthire, ; 
Maſſachuſetts Bay, Rhode Iſland, Connecticut, New- 7 
York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Three Lower 
Counties of Neweaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, 

Maryland, Virginia, North-Caroliaa, and South-Care- 
lina, deputed to repreſent them in a continental 

Congreſs, held in the city of Philadelphia, on the fifth 

day of September, 1774, avowing our allegiance to 
his Majeſiy, our affection and regard for our fellow - 
ſubjects in Great-Britain and elſewhere, affected wink 
the deepeſt anxiety, and moſt alarming apprehenſionls 
at thoſe Grievances and diſtreſſes, with which his Ma- 
jeſty's American ſubjects are oppreſſed, and having taken 
under our moſt ſerious deliberation, the ſtate of the 

whole continent, find, that the preſent unhappy ſituation 
of our affairs, is occaſioned by a ruinous ſyſtem of co 

92 Iony- adminiſtration adopted by the Britiſh Miniftry + 

* about the year 1763, evidently calculated for enflaviog | 

bheſe Colonies, and, with them, the Britiſh Empire. 
In proſecution-of which ſyſtem, various Acts ef Par- 
 liament bave been paſſed for raiſing a Revenue in 
America, far depriving the American ſubjects, in many 

| inſtances, of the conſtitutional trial by jury, expeſing 
their lives to danger, by directing a new and illegal 
trial deyond the ſeas, for crimes alledged to have been 
committed in America: And in proſecution” of the 
ſame ſyſtem, ſeveral late, eruel, and opprefiive Acts 
have been p:fied reſpecting the town of Boſton aud 
the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, and alſo an Act for extending 
the province of Quebec, fo as to border on the weſlern 
frontiers of theſe Colonies, eſtabliſhing” an arbitrary 
government therein, and difcouraging the ſettlement 
of Britiſh ſubjects in that wide extended country; thus 
by the influence of civil principles and ancient prejudi-" | 
ces to diſpoſe the inhabitants to act with hoſtility _ 
againſt the free Proteſtant Colonies, whenever a wicked 

_ Miavtry ſhall chuſe ſo to direct them. „„ 
| To obftaia redre(s of theſe grievances, which threat-" 
"en deſtruction to the lives, liberty, and property of his 5 
er 8 e North - America, we are of opirion;” 

I. „ a 


. 


— 


chat a non - impor tation, non conſumption, and non - 
exportation agreement, faithfully adhered to, will 
prove the molt ſpeedy, effectual, and peaceable mea- 
. Jure : - And therefore we do, for ourſelves; and the in- 
 Habitants of the ſeveral Colonies, whom we repreſent, 
firmly agree and aſſociate under the ſacred ties of virtue, | 
honor, aud love of our country, as follows: 
Firſt. That from and after the ficit day of Decem- 
ber next, we will not import into Britiſh America, from 
Great-Britain or Ireland, any goods, wares or mer- 
chandize whatſoever, or from any other place any ſuch 
goods, wares or merchandize, as ſhall have been ex- 
ported from Great Britain or Iceland; nor will we, 
after that day, i import anyEaft India tea from any part 
of the world; nor auy molaſſes, iyrrups, paneles, 
coffee, or piemento, from the Britiſh plantations, . er 
from Dominica; nor wines from e or the W ell 

ern Iſlands; nor foreign Indigo. tt 
Second. That we will neither import. nor purchaſe 
any flave imported after the 1ſt G7 of December next, 
after which time, we will wholly diſcontinue the flave- 
trade, and will neither be concerned in it ourſelves, nor 
weill we hire our veſſels, nor {ell our commodities or 
manufactures to thoſe who are concerned in it. . 
Third. As a non-conſumption agreement, ſtrictly 
adhered.to, will be an effectual ſecurity for the obſer- 
vation of the non-importation, we, as above, ſolemnly 
agree and aſſociate, that, from this day, we wil) not 
purchaſe or ule any tea imported on account of the 
Eaſt - India company, or any on which a duty hath 
bees or ſhall be paid; and ſrom and after the firſt day 
of March next, we will not purchaſe or uſe any Eaſt - 
India tea whatever, nor will we, nor ſhall any perſon 
for or under us, purchaſe or uſe any of thoſe goods, 
wares, or merchandize, we have agreed not to import, 
which we ſhall know, or have cauſe to ſuſpect, were 
imported after the firſt day of December, except ſuch 
as come under the rules and directions of the tenth 
article here after mentioned. > | 
Fourth. The earneſt deſire we have, not to injure 
our fellow-ſubjefts in Great-Britain, Ireland, or the 
Weſt- Indies, induces us to ſuſpend a non- exportation 
v the eth day of Speer, 177 5 z at which 
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time if che faid Ad PRE parts 500 AQs of the Bridifh 
parliament, herein after mentioned, are not repealed, 5 
we will not, dicealy or indirectly, export any mer- 
chandize or commodity whatſoever, to Great: Britain, 5 
Ireland or the Welt- Indies, except Riee to Europe. 
Fiſib. Such as are merchants, and uſe the Britifh 
and [riſh Trade, will give orders, as ſoon as poſlible, 
to their factors, agents and correſpondents, i in Great- 
Britain and Ireland, not to ſhip any goods to them on 
any pretence whatſhever, as they cannet be received 
in America; and if any merchant reſiding in Great- 
Britain or Ireladd; ſhall directly or indire&'y ſhip any 
goods. wares er merchandize, for America, in order 
to break the ſaid non impertation agreement, of in 
any manner contravene the ſame, on ſuch unworthy. 
conduct being wel! zitefted;it ought to be made public; 
and, on the fanie being fo dene, we will not from 
thenceforth have any commercial connexion with ſuch 
merchant. | 

Sixth. That ſuch as are owners of iin will- give 
_ Poſitive orders to their captains, or malters, not to re- 
ceive on board their veſſels any goods prohibited by the 
ſaid non-importation agreement, on Pain of immediate | 
ditiniſſion from their ſervice.. 

Seventh. We will uſe our utmoſt bebe to m- 
prove the breed of ſheep and increaſe their numbers to 
the greateſt extent, and to that end, we will kill them 
as ſparingly as may be, eſpecially thoſe of the mot 
profitable kind; nor will we export any to the Weſt⸗ 
Indies, or elſewhere; and thoſe of us who are or may 
become overſtocked with, or can conveniently ſpare 

any ſheep, will diſpoſe of them to our neighbours, ef 
pecially to the poorer ſort, on moderate terme. 
Eight. That we will in our ſeveral ſtations encourage 
| frugality, &conomy, and induſtry ; and promote agri- 
culture, arts, and the manvfaQures ef this country, 
| eſpecially that of wool ; and will diſcountenance and 
diſcourage,every ſpecies of extravagance and dillipation, | 
eſpecially all horſe-racing, and 41 kinds of gaming 
cock fighting, exhibitions of ſhews, plays, ad ir | 
expenſive diverſions and entertainments, And on the 

.death of any relation or friend, none of ns, or aby of 
our ms. wikgo into any furtizer mourning drefs, 
— 7 „ Aan 
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| than a black crap, or ribbon on the arm ge” hat for 
Gentlemen, and a black ribbon and necklace forLadies, 


and we will diſcontinue the giving © of gloves and —_— 
at funerals. | 


Ninth. Thar ſuch as are venders of goods or mer- 
chandize, will not take advantage of the ſcarcity of 
| goods that may be occaſioned by this aſſociation, but 


will fell the ſame at the rates we have been reſpectively 


accuſtomed to do, for twelve months laſt paſt. And 


if any vender of goods or merchandize, ſhall ſell any 
ſuch goods on higher terms, or ſhall in any manner, 
or by any device whatſoever, violate or depart from this 
Agreement, no perſon ought, nor will any of us deal 
with any ſuch perſon, or his or her factor or agent, at 
any time thereafter, for any commodity whatever. 


Tenth, In caſe any merchant, trader, or other per- 


ſons ſhall import any goods or merchandize after the 
— firſt day of December, and before the firſt Day of 
February next, the ſame ought forthwith at the election 


of the owner, to be either re-ſhipped or delivered vp 


to the committee of the county, or town wherein they 
ſhall be imported, to be ſtored at the riſque of the im- 
porter, until the non-importation agreement ſhall ceaſe, 


or be ſold under the direction of the committee atore- 


Taid 3 and in the laſt mentioned caſe, the owner or ow- 


ners of ſuch goods, ſhall. be reimburſed (out of ihe 
fales) the firſt colt and charges, the profit if any, to be 


applied towards relieving and employing ſuch poor | 


inhabitants of the town of Boſton, as are immediate 
ſufferers by the Boſton Port-Bill ; and a particular ac- 
count of all goods ſo returned, flored, or ſold, to be 
inſerted in the public papers; and if any goods or 
merchandizes ſhall be imported after the ſaid firſt day 
.of F *ebruary, the ſame ought forthwith to be ſent back 


again, without breaking any of the packages thereof. 


Eleventh. That a committee be chofen in every 


_ county, city, and town, by thoſe.who are qualified to 


vote for [Repreſentatives in the Legiſlature, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it ſhall be attentively to obſerve the conduct of all 
perſons touchiog this aſſociation and when it ſhall be 
made to appear to the ſatisfaction of a majority of any 
ſuch committee, that any perſon within the limits of 


5 how Ne eee has vin: bead allaciation, that 


ſuch - 
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 ſuch-majority do fortbwidh caſe the/tryth of. the' caſh: 
to be (publiſhed in the Qazette, to the end that all luck 


Foes to the rights of Britiſh America may be publitly 


known, and univerſally contemned as the enemies of 


American liberty; and thenceforth we reſpe@ively 
will break off all dealings with him or her. 


© Twelſth, That the committee of correſpondence in 
me reſpective colonies do frequently inſpect the entries 


— 


of their cuſtom-houſes, and inform each other from 


time to time of the, true ſtate thereof, and of every 


bother material circumſtance that may. occur relative to 


this aſſociation. 
Thirteenth. That all manufadtures Fe” this cps 
de ſold at reaſonable prices, ſo that no _ advan 
taze be.taken of a future ſcarcity of 
Fourteenth. And we do further mare, "ang reſolve, 


that we will have no trade, commerce, dealings or in- 
tercourſe whatſoever, with any colony or province, in 


North-America, which ſhall not accede to, or which 


ſhall hereafter violate this aſſociation, but will hold 


them as unworthy of the rights of freemen, and as igi- 
mical to the liberties of their country. © 


And we do ſolemnly bind ourſelves and our conta FR 
_ ents, under the ties aforeſaid, to -adhere to this aſſo- 


_ «ciation until ſuch parts of the ſeveral Acts of parliament 
paſſed ſince the cloſe of the laſt war, as impoſe or con 


nue duties on Tea, Wine, Molaſſes, Syrups, Pander, | 


Coffee, Sugar, Piements, Indigo, Foreign. Paper, Glaſs, 


and Painters Colours, imported into America, and ex- 
tend the Powers of the Admiralty courts beyond their 


ancient limits, deprive the American Subject bf trial 


by jury, authorize the Judge's certificate to indemmify 
the proſecutor from damages, that he might otherwiſe 


| be liable to from a trial by his peers, require oppreſſive | 


ſecurity from a claimant of fhips or goods ſeized, before 


| he ſhall be allowed to defend his property, are repealed. 


. —And until that part of the Ad of the 12. G. 3. 
_ chap. 24, entitled, An AR for the better ſecuring 
| his Majeſty's dock yards, magazines, ſhips, arrimunition, * 


and ſtores,” by which, any erſons charged With com-. 


mitting any of the offences therein deſeribed, in Ame- 
rica, may be tried in any ſhire. or county within the 


. is . 1 5 the four Acts paſſed in 


the 
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a lf ſeſſion of parlis went, viz. That for goppiag 
the port and blocking up the harbour of Boſton— 
That for altering the charter and government of the | 
Maſfachuſetts Bay—An: that which is entitledg** An 
Act for the better adminiftration of juſtice, "hav 
And that For extending the limits of Quebec, &. 
are repealed, And we recommend it to the provincial 
conventions, and to the committees in the reſpeQive 
Cotonies, to eltabli{h ſuch further regulations as they 
may think proper, for carrying into execution this | 
Afſfciation, | 
The foregoing Aſociation being determined upon 15 
by the CONGRESS, was ordered to be ſubſeribed by 
the ſeveral Members thereof; and thereupon we have 
hereunto ſet our reſpective names accordingly. 


In Congreſs, Philadelphia, October 20, 1774. 


Signed. | = 
PEYTON RANDOLPH, Prefer. 8 


New. Hampſhire. John Sullivan, Nathaniel Folſom. 
Maſſachuſetts· Bay. Thomas Cufbing, Samuel Adams, 
Taba Adams, Robert-Treat Paine. 

Rhode-Ifland. Stephen Hephins, Samuel Ward.- 
8 Eliphalet Dyer, Roger Sherman, Sites 

cane.. 

= New-York. Iſaac Low, John AI f Tbs ay, ames 
7 15 20 9 1 Floyd, 2457 ll, S. Jor. Jen | 

New- Jerſey. Zemes Kinfey, William Living flon, Ste. 
hen Crane, Richard Smith. | 

Pennſylvania, 7-/eph Gallaway, John Dickinſon, 
Charles Humphreys, Thomas Mifflin. Edward Biddle. 

New. Caſtle, &c. Cæſar Rodney, Thomas M "Keane, 
George Read. .. 

Maryland. Matthew Yilmaz, Thewer Jelnſn, 
William Paca, Samuel Chaſe, 

Virginia. Richard Henry 8 eee 
„5 Henry, jun. Richard Bland, Benjamin Male ge, | 

Edmund Pendleton, 

Nioech - Carolina. illian. Hooper, Fefeph Hewes, R. 
Ca ſwell. | 
5 ; 5 Carolina. Henty Middleton, Thomas Lynch, | 
'6 ener en 12 Ae, Edward een 
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5 Friend: and Fellow Subjects, 


ful nations, againſt the open aſſaults of enemies and the more 
dangerous treachery of friends, have the inhabitants of your 


bleſſings of liberty to you their poſterity. 


participated i in all the rights, the liberties and the conſtitu- 


„% DT + 
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\F.0:; THE 


PEOPLE of GRE AT- BRIT AIN, - 
-— 2 LOW T WE 
1 a, he a ; 8 
_ of New-Hany pfoire, Maſſachuſetts- Bay, Rhode- - 
Wand and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
- "New-York, New-Jerjey, Pennſylvania, the Lower | 
Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Northb. 
5 z, and South Carolina, to conſider of 


cheir Grievances in GENERAL: CONGRESS, 
a Philadelphia, September 5. 17 . 


HEN 2 Nation, led to greatneſs by the 01 of | 
Liberty, & poſſeſſed of all the glory that heroiſm, = 
munificence, and humanity can beſtow, deſcends to a 

che arri l taſk of forging chains for ber Friends & Chii . 

Aren, and inſtead of giving ſupport to Freedom, turns advocate 
for Slavery and Oppreſſion, there is reaſon to ſuſpect ſhe 

has either ceaſed to be virtuons, or been * negligent 2 - 

in the appointment of her rulers. ll 

In almoſt every age, in repeated conflicts, in long and 1 
bloody wars, as well civil as foreign, againſt many and po-wer- 


Iſland, your great and alorious anceſtors, maintained their 
independence and tranſmitted the rights of men and the 


Be not ſurpriſed therefore, that we, who are deſeended 
from the ſame common anceſtors; that we, whoſe forefathers 


9 1 n, bong and who have FRY copyeyed the 
| ſame | 


my 
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Time fair bert ee to us, cuarantied by the plighted faith 
of government and the moſt ſolemn compacts with Britiſh - 
Sovereigns, ſhould refuſe to ſurrender them to men, who 
found their claims on no principles of reaſon, and who pro- 
ſecute them with a defign, that by having our lives and 
property in their power, they may with the greater facility 
enilave you. 

The eauſe of America is now the object of univerſal at- 
-rention : : it has at length become very ſerious. | This unhap- 
oy country has not only been oppreſſed, dut abuſed and 
miſrepreſented; and the duty we owe to ourſelves and poſ- 
rerity, to your intereſt, and the general welfare of the Bri- 
tiſh empire, leads us to addreſs you on OL "er important 
ſubject, 

Know. then, Thar we Ander Allee, aud 48 inſiſt, 
chat we are and ought to be, as free as our fellow fubjects 
in Britain, and that no power on earth has a bun rake . 
our property from us without our conſent. 
That we claim all the benefits ſecured to 3 fubjec by 
the Engliſh conſtitution, and particularly that Jpgſamable 
one of trial by jury. 8 
That we. hold i it eſſential to Engliſh Liberty, abet ne man 
be condemned unheard, or puniſhed, for ſupp ences, 
without having an opportunity of making his el * 

That we think the Legiſlature of Great Britain is not au- 
chorized by the conſtitution to eſtabliſh à religiod, fraught | 
with ſanguinary and impious tenets, or, to erect an WC v3 
form of government in any quarter of the globe. The 
rights, we, as well as you, deem ſacred. And yet ſacred as 
they are, they have, with many others, been r and 
flagrantly violated. 

Are not the on of the foil of Great [EIA og 
of their own property? Can it be taken from them without 
their conſent? Will they yield it to the arbitrary diſpoſal of 
any man, or number of men whatever ?—You know. hey 
will not. 

Why then are the Bap e of the ſoil of Auherita.leſs 
Lords of their property than you are of yours, or why ſhould 
they ſubmit it to the diſpoſal of your Parliament, or any 
other Parliament, or Lounaly in the world, not of their Bec | 

Non ! 
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tion ? Can Ke intervention of the ſea that divides us; Hole | 
diſparity 1 in rights, or can any reaſon be ven, why Engliſh 
ſubjects, who live three thouſand miles from' the royal palace 
- ſhould enjoy leſs liberty than'thoſe who' are three hundred 
mules diftant from it? 
Reaſon looks with indignation on ſuch aiſtiAions, and 5 
fem can never perceive their propriety. And Jet, how. 
ever chimerical and unjuſt ſuch diſcriminations are, the Par- 
liament aſſert, that they have a right to bind us in all cafes 
without exception, whether we conſent or not; that they 
may take and uſe our property when and in what manner 
they pleaſe; that we are penſion ers on their bounty for all 
5 ce we poſſeſs, and can hold it no longer than they vouch- 
ſafe to permit. Such declarations we conſider as herefies in 
Engliſh polities, and which can no more opęrate to deprive 
us of our property, than the ĩnterdicts of the Pope can diveſt 
Kings of ſceptres which the laws of the lan agd the” 9 
bo the people have placed in their hands. 
At the concluſion of the late war—a war rp ori- 
ous by the abilities and i integrity of a Miniſter, to whole ef. 
forts the Britiſh empire owes its ſafety and its fame: Ar 


the concluſion of this war, which was ſucceeded * by an in- 


glorious peace, formed under the auſpices of à Miniſter ot 
| prigciples, and of a family unfriendly to the proteſtant cauſe, 
inimical to liberty,—We ſay at this: period, and under 
the influence of that man, z plan for enſlaving your fetlow 
ſubjects in America was concerted; and has ever kgce been 
pertinaciouſſy carrying into execution. 0 
Prior to this æra you were content with drawing Wi us 
the wealth produced by our commerce. Tou reſtained our 
trade in every way that could conduee to your emolument. 
You exerciſed unbounded fovereignty over the ſea. © You 
named the ports and nations to which alone our merchandize 
ſhould be carried, and with whom alone we ſhould trade; 
and though ſome of theſe reſtrictions were grievous, we ne- 
vertheleſs did not complain; we looked up to you as to our 
parent ſtate to which we were bound by the ſtrongeſt ties: 
Aad were happy in being inſtrumental to your TI. and 
your 2 grandenr. 


* 
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6 
We call upon you n to witneſs our loyalty and 
attachment to the common intereſt of the whole empire: 


| Did we not, in the laſt war, add all the ſtrength of this vaſt : 
continent to the force which repelled our common enemy ? 


Did we not leave our native ſhores, and meet diſeaſe and 


death, to promote the ſucceſs of Britiſh arms in foreign 


burſe us targe fo ſums of money, which, confeſſed, we had 
2 be 2 our PEoporucn. and 4 rend aur abili- 


To fa — then, are ye to Rob þ the aden 


| ties? 


change of treatment, and that ſyſtem of ſlavery which "y 


repared for us at the reſtoration of peace. 
B 8 we had recovered from the diſtreſſes which ey 


* — 8 


Sttend war, an attempt was made to drain this mig 7 of 
all ia money, by the oppreſſive Stamp-act. Paint, G 


and other commodities, which you would not permit us to 


purchaſe of other nations, were taxed; nay, although no 


Wine is made in any country, ſubject to the Britiſh ſtate, 
vou prohibited our procuring it of foreigners, without. pays 


11 2 tax, impoſed by your parliament; on all we imported. 


eſe and many other impoſitions were laid upon us moſt 


f unjuſtiy and uncopſtitutionally. for the expreſs purpoſe of 


ng a Revenue. —In order to filence complaint, it was, 
indeed, provided, that this revenue ſhould be expended ia 
America for i its protection and defence. Theſe exactions, 
however, can receive no juſtification from a pretended ne- 
ceffity of protecting and defending us. They are laviſh- 
Iy ſquandered on © court favorites and mine depen- 
dents, generally avowed enemies to America and employing 
themſelves,by partial repreſentations, - to traduce and embroil 
theColonies. For the neceſſary ſupport of government here, 
we everwere and ever ſhall be ready to provide. And when- 
ever the exigencies of the ſtate may require it, we ſhall, as 
we haye heretofore done, chearfully contrjbute our full pro- 
portion of men and money. To enforce this uncon{litutional 
and unjuſt ſcheme of taxation, every fence that the wiſdom 


of our Britiſh anceſtors had carefully erected againſt arbitrary 


power, has been violently thrown down in America, and the 
ineſtimable right of trial by jurg taken away in caſes that 
i touch 


. 
touch both life and property. It was ordained, that bes. 


ever offences ſhould be committed in the Colonies 
particular Acts impoſing various duties and reſtrictions upon 


trade, the proſecaror might bring his action for the penal- 


ties in the Courts of Admiralty ; by which means the ſub- 


ject loſt the advantage of being tried by an honeſt uninſſu- 
enced jury of rhe vicinage, aud was ſubjected to the fad ne - 
Ceeſſity of being judged by a fingle man, a creature of the 


Crown, Aides according to the courſe'of a law which exempts 


| the proſecutor from the trouble of proving his accuſation, 
and 1 the defendant eitlier to evince his ĩinnocence or 


to ſuffer. To give this new indicatory che greater i 
tance, and as, if with deſign to protect falſe accuſers, it is 


further provided, that the judge's certiſicate of there having 


been probable cauſes of ſeizure and proſecution, ſhall protect 


the -profecutor from actions at common la for e of 


. on oo TT 
By the 'courſe'of our hw. 3 — 3 in ſach of 
the Britiſh dominions in which courts are. <fſtabliſhed anti 


Juſtice duly aud regularly adminiftred, ſhall be chere tried 
by a jury of the vicinage. There the offenders and the wit- 


neſſes are known, and the degree of credibility to be given 
to their teſtimony can be aſcertained. 
la all theſe Colonies, juſtice is regularly and inpartially 


adminiſtered, and yet by the conſtruction of ſome, and the 


direction of other Acts of Parliament, offenders are to 
de taken by force, together wich all ſuch perſons as may be 


pointed out as witneſſes, and carried to England, there to be 


tried in a diſtant land, by a jury of ſtrangers, and ſubject to 


all the diſadvantages that reſult from wane of friends, want 


of witneſſes, and want of money. 
Whea the deſign of raiſing a revenue from the duties im- 


poſed on the importation of tea into America had in great 


meaſure been rendered abortive by our 'cealing to import 
that commodity, a ſcheme was concerted by the Miniſtry 
with the Eaſt India Company, and an Act paſſed enabling 
and encouraging them to tranſport and vend it in the Colo- 
nies. Aware of the danger of giving ſucceſs to this infi= 


dious manœuvre, and of permitting a precedent of taxation 
thus to be eſtabliſhed. among us, various methods were a- 
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251 1 s people of Boſton, then 
ruled by a Governor, whom, as well as his predeceffor Sir 


| | Francis | oat all America conſiders as ker enemy, were 
"exceedin gly embaraſſed. The ſhips which had arrived with 
the tea were by his management · prevented from returning. 
be duties would have been paid; the cargoes landed 
and expoſed to ſale; a Governor's influence would have pro- 
cured and protected many purchaſers. While the town 
was ſaſpended by deliberations on this important ſubject, the 
tea was deſtroyed. Even ſuppoſing a treſpaſs was thereby 
committed, and the Proprietors of the tea entitled to dama- 
ges. The Courts of Law were open, and judges appointed 
dy the Crown preſided in them.— The Eaſt India Company 
however did riot think proper to commence. any ſuits, nor 
did they even demand atis faction either from individeals or 
from the community in general. The Miniſtry, it ſeem, 
officiouſly made the caſe their own, and the great Council 
of the nation deſcended to intermeddle with a diſpute about 
private property.—Divers papers, letters, and other unau- 
- thenticated ex parte evidence were laid before them; net 
"ther. the perſons who deſtroyed the tea, or the people of © 
Boſton were called upon to anſwer the complaint. The 
Miniftry, incenſed by being diſappointed. in a favorite ſcheme, 
ere determined to recur from the little arts af fineſſe, to 
open force and unmanly violence. The port of Boſton. was 
blocked up by a fleet, and an army placed in the town. 
Their trade was to be ſuf] pended, and thouſands reduced to 
the — Ta of gaining fubſiſtence from charity, till they 
ſhould:fubmit to paſs; under the yoke; and conſent. to be- 
come ſlaves, by gonfeſſing the omnipotence of Parliament, 
and acquieſeing in whatever diſpoſition 6 "gas: 97225 x 
proper to make of their lives and property, 5 
Let juſtice and humanity. ceaſe to be the boaſt of your 5 
nation I conſult your hiſtory, examine your records of 
former tranſactions, nay turn to the annals of the many 
arbitrary ſtates and kingdoms that ſurrounded you, and ſhew 
us a ſingle inſtance of men being condemned to ſuffer for 
89 & crimes, ee and without even 


88 


time ; 


5 * . 
*S> "i 5 f * 


tw 1 


— 


dime of the fat committed, If ir bs dit eule te reconelle.. 
theſe proceedings to the genius and temper of your laws and 
conſtitution, the taſk will become more arduous when we 


call upon our miniſterial enemies to juitify, not only condemse - 


ning men untried and by hearſay, but involving the innocent 
in one common puniſhment with the guilty, and for the act of 
thirty or forty, to bring poverty, diſtreſs and calamity on 
dhirty thouſand ſouls, and thoſe not your enemies, bur your 

friends, brethres, and fellow ſubjects. fs 


It would be ſome conſolation to- us, if the catalogue - 
American vppreſfions ended here. It gives us pain to be 
reduced to the neceſſity of reminding you, that under the 
confidence repoſed in the faith of goverament, pledged in a 

| royal charter from a Britiſh Sovereign, the forefathers of 
| the preſent inhabitants of the Maſſachuſets-Bay left their 
former habitations, and eftabliſhed that great;floutiſhing, and 
loyal Colony. Without incurring or being charged with a 
forfeiture of heir rights, without being heard, without being 
tried, without law and without juſtice, by an Ac of Parlia- 


ment, their charter is deſtroyed, their liber ties violated, their 


conſtitution and form of government changed: And all this 


upon no better pretence, than becauſe in one of their towns @ 


treſpaſs was committed on ſome merchandize, ſaid to — 
to one. of tne Companies, and becauſe the Miniſtry were 

opinion, that ſuch high political regulations were — 
; * compel due ſubordination and obedience to their . 


Nor are theſe the only capital grievances . which we. 


10 We might tell of diſſolute, weak and wicked Gover- 


ghors having been ſet over us; of Legiſlatures being ſuſ⸗ 
paoded for aſſerting the rights of Britiſh ſubjects of needy 


1 I” norant dependents. on great men, advanced to the ſears 


of juſtice and to other places of truſt and importance -f 

hard reſtrictions on commerce, and a great variety of leſſer 
evils, the recollection of which is almoſt loſt under the . 
and e of greater and more * calamiries. 
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Now mark che rank. 4 ine a plan 


enſlaring us. 
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58 Wel aware that ſich hardy attempts t6 take ond prey 


from us; to deprive us of that valuable right” of trial by 


Jury 3. to ſeize our perſons, and carry us for trial to Great- 
Britain ; to blockade our ports; to deſtroy our Charters; 


and change our forms of goveinment, would oceaſion, and 


had already occaſioned, great diſcontent in all the Colonies, 
which might produce oppolition to theſe meaſures: An Act 
was paſſed to protect, indemnify, and foreen from puniſhment 
ſuch as might be guilty even of murder, in endeavouring to 
carry their oppreſſive edicts into execution: And by another 
Act the dominion of Canada is to be ſo extended, modelled, 
and governed, as that, by being diſunited from us, detached 

from our intereſts, by civil as well as religious prejudices; 
that by their numbers daily ſwelling with Catholic emigrants 
from Europe, and by their devotion to Adminiſtration, fo 


friendly to their religion, they might become formidable to 
us, and on occaſion, be fit inſtruments in the hands of power, 


to reduce the ancient free Proteſtant Colonies to the lame 
Kate of * 6s with themſelves. Vn a 

This was en the object of the Act ala Arne: in this : 
view, being extremely dangerous to our liberty and quiet, 
we cannot forbear complaining of it, as hoſtile to Britiſh 
' America.—Superadded to theſe conſiderations, we cannot 


| Help deploring the unhappy condition to which it has reduced 


the many Engliſh ſettlers, who, encouraged by the Royal 


Proclsmation, promiſing the enjoyment of all their rights, 


have purchaſed eſtates in that country.— They are now the 
ſubjects of an arbitrary government, deprived of trial by 


jury, and when impriſoned cannor claim che benefit of the 


habeas corpus Act, that great bulwark and palladium of 


Engliſh liberty. Nor can we ſuppreſs our aſtoniſhment, that 


"= Britiſh Parliament ſhould ever conſent to eſtabliſſi in that 


country a religion that has deluged your iſland i in blood, and 


"conſider to What end they dea, „ 77 239 


* 


"diſperſed impiety, bigotry, perſecution; naßdcgt: and rebellion 
e every Hare of the ue 


? 
3 
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This being a true ate of facts, ler us | beſeech vou to 
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Admit that the Miniſtry, by the 3 Brizain, and [th 
ff of our RomanC atholic neighbou rs, ſhould be able to carry 


che point of taxation, and reduce us to a ſtate of perfect 


humiliation and Davery.. Such an, .enterprize would doubt- 
leſs make ſome addition to your national debt, which ready, 
reſſes down your liberties, and fills you with Penſioners. 
and Placemen. We peeſume, alſo, that your commerce 
will ſome what be diminiſhed. However, ſuppoſe you ſhould 
prove victorious in what condition will you then be? What 
Nen ges or What laurels wall you reap from { ſucha conqueſt? 


May not a Miniſtry with the ſame. armies inſlave you 
it may be ſaid, you will ceaſe to pay them but remember 
the taxes Fromm America, the wealth, and we may add, rhe 
men, and particularly the Roman Catholicks of this vaſt, 
Continent, will then be in the power of your enemies—nor 
will you haye any reaſon to expect, that after making ſlaves, 


of u us, many; ; mong us ſhould e to aſſiſt 18 e you, 


to the fame abject ſtare. 25 


? 


Do not treat this as . 1 in leſs We 
half a century, the quit- rents reſerved to the Crown, Jrom 


the numbe leis grants of this vaſt continent, will pour large 


ſtreams of wealth into the royal coffers, and if to this Be 


added the power of taxing America at pleaſure, the.Crown 
will be rendered independent on you fox ſupplies, and walls 


poſſeſs ; more treaſure than may be neceſſary to purchaſe, the, 
remains of Liberty, in your Iſland, —In a word, take care. 
at you db not fall into the pit that 1 is preparing for us. 


Wie belt Mer ih yet much virtue, much Juſtice, and 


i much public ſpirit in the Engliſh nation To that juſtice we 


now appeal. You have been told that we are feditious, im- 


patient of government and deſirous of independency. Be 


aſſured that theſe are not facts, but ealumnies Permit us 

to be as free as yourſelves, and we ſhall ever eſteem a union 
with you to be our greateſt gloty and our greateſt happineſs, 
we ſhall ever be ready to contribute all in our power to the 


welfare of the Empire we ſhall conſider your enemies a 
eur enemies, and your intereſt as our own. 


But if you are determined that your Miniſters mall wan⸗ 


tonly ſport with the rights of- Mankind If neither he voica 
* the dictates of the law, the principles of the con; 


Y * . 


4 88 


na 1 


| Kitutidn, or the ſuggeſtions of bamanity can reftrain your 
bands from ſhedding human blood in ſuch an impious cauſe, 
we muſt then tell you, that we never will fubmit to be hewers 
of wood: or drawers of water for any miniſtry « or 2 25 in 
: the e 


Place us i in the ſame Grnaion chat we were at che cloſe 5 
of the laſt war, and our former harmony will be reſtored. 


But left the ſame ſupineneſs and the ſame inattention to 
our common intereſt, which you have for ſeveral years 
ſhewn, ſhould continue, we think! it On to . _ 
conſequences. | 


By the deſtruction of a trade of Boſton, the Miviftry 
have endeayoured to induce ſubmiſſion to their meaſures. — 
The like fate may befal us all, we will endeavour therefore 
to live without trade. and recur for ſubſiſtance to the fertility | 
and bounty of our native foil, which will afford us all the 
neceſſaries and ſome of the conveniences of life. We have 

ſuſpended our importation from Great Britain and Ireland; 
0 leſs than à year's time, unleſs our grievances mould 

be 3 "xy ſhall diſcontinue our N to thoſe e 5 
and the Weſt Indies. 


It is with the utmoſt regret however, that we "fad our- 
_ compelled by the over-ruling principles of ſelf-preſer- 

| Fation, to adopt meaſures detrimental in their conſequences 

to numbers of our fellow ſubjects in Great Britain & Ireland. 

But we hope, thit the magoanimity and juſtice of the Bri. 

tiſh Nation will furniſh a Parliament of ſuch viſdom, inde- 
pendance and public ſpirit, as may fave the violated rights of 
the whole empire from che devices of wicked Miuiſters and 
evil Counſellors whether in or out of office, and thereby re- 
Kore that harmony, friendſhip and fraternal affection between 
all the inhabitants of his Majeſty's kingdoms and eee 
DH ardently wiſhed for by every true and honeſt American. „ 


0 see then reſumed the Canfuerveien of 4. 
e to the Tobabitante of the Britiſh Colonies, and 
the ſame being debated h Paragraphs one . rad 1 
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Carolina. 


reaſon, it may be enabled to take à di 


foundations of wiſdom and juſtice. © 
From Councils thus tempered arife the fareſt hopes of the 


the reit of 
JJ; OR IE ES 
a TEN 


INHABITANTS or THz COLONIES: 
Of N ew-H ampfhire, 5 Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhodes 
Hand and Providence Plantations ; Connedticur,” 


a rs 
*- 4 


ties of Newcaſtle, Kent and Sufſex on Delaware, 
Maryland. Virginia, North Carolina and South. 


on 


- * 


* 
* 


the above Colonies to meet at Philadelphia in Sep- 
tember laſt, for the purpoſes mentioned by our reſpectivæ 
Conſtituents, have in purſuance of the truft fepoſed in us, 
aſſembled, and taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration the 


important matters recommended to the Conyrefs. © Our refo= 
lutions thereupon will be herewith communicated to you. 
But as the ſituation of public affairs grows daily more ant - 


more alarming; and as it may be more fatisfactory to you _ 
to be informed by us in a collective body, than in any other 
manner, of thoſe ſentiments that have been approved, upos 
2 full and free diſcuſſion by the Repreſentatives of ſo great 
2 part of America, we efteem ourſelves obliged to add this 


Addreſs to theſe Reſoluticas. 


In every caſe of oppoſition by a people to their rulers, or 


af one ſtate to another, duty to Almighty God, the creator . 
of all, requires 3 true and impartial judgment be forme 


of the meaſures leading to ſuch oppoſition; and of the cauſes jy 


by which it has been provoked, or can in any degree be 


Juſtified': That neither affection on the ode hand, nor reſent- 


ment on the other, bein g permitted to give a wrong biafs to 
| bled to take a diſpaſſionate view of alt | 
the circumſtances, and fettle the public'cordu& on the fol = 


divine favour, the firmeft encouragement to the parties en- 
giiged and the ſtrongeſt recommendation of their ae”? & 


. 


* 
' 
» 2 
* 
4 
* £ 
* — 
* 
745 l 
* 1 
wa : \ 
13 L. 
* C I 
12% 2 9 
+ 4 * 
x 4 * 
2 * 
1 
25 4 
. 
8 - 2 
— 
r 
13 
3 
7 
Bs 
. 
"I 5 
. 1 
5 1 A 
20 þ 
4 - ' 
CES 
3 
C. 
' 4 
. 
1 3 1 
37 — 
£ 
1 
1 K 
+ 
7 a 
2 
7 . 
— 
1 g f ; 
ws 
_ 
{ +2 
2 * 
E : 
3K ! 
2% . 
& 
* 
4 — 


„ "4 4 a 


of dur country. SITES 3 ©4 


Soon after the concluſion of the late war, there commenged 


* * 
* * 


us. Act, it preſcribes a great number of ſevere penalties. and 
torfeitüres; and in two ſections makes a remarkable. diſtine:, 
on, between the ſubjects in Great-Britain and. thoſe, in, 
america. By the one, the penalties and forfeitures incur+- 
d there are to be recovered in any of the King's Courts of 
ecord at Weſtminſter, or in the Court of Exchequer. in 
Neotlandz and by che other, ztlie penalties and forfeitures 


MF; 


| incurred here are tO. be-recovered in any Court of record, or, 


any Court of Adrnina!ty or I ice: Admiralty, at tbe election 
——. „»mwmᷣ ð —— ade we” 
„be Inhabitants of theſe Colonies, conſiding in the juſtice; 
of Great-Brizain, were ſcarcely allowed: {ufficient time 20 
receive and conſider this Act, before another, well, known by, 
the name of the Stamp Act, and paſſed in the filth; year of, 
Yus Ty engroſſed their whole attention. By this ſtature; | 
the Britiſh Parliament exerciſed in the. moſt explicit manner: 
a power of, taxing us, and extending the ,j os che 
Courts of 4dmiralty and Vice- Admiralty in the, Colonies; 


to, matters ariſing within the body of a county, directed the, 


numerous penalties and forfeitures, thereby inflicted, 49; b 
fegovered in the Faid Caurts, „ 8 


2 


1 


1 


ku the 1 year a tax was impoſed upon us, by an aa, 
liching ſeveral new fees in the cuſtoms. In the next 


8 
year, the Stamp Act was repealed ; not becauſe is was found, | 


eck in an erroneous principle, but, as the repealing Act r 
an:es, becauſe © the continuance thereof would he attended 
with many inconveniencies, and might be productive of con- 
ſequences greatly detrimental to the amm interen of 
Great- Britains? 4 5 
In the ſame year, and. by a ee AR, it was des. 
_ Glared, © that his Majeſtyin Parliament, of right, had power 
© to bind the people 2 theſe ane * See IN _ 
© CASES WHATSOEVER.”  - 423 
In the ſame year, another Aa. was 1 Fs . ; 
tates and duties payable in theſe Colonies, In this Statute 
the Commons avoiding the terms of giving and granting 
„ humbly beſought his Majeſty that it might be enacted, &c. 
But fron a declaration in the preamble, that the rates and 
duties werte“ in lieu of” ſeveral others granted by the Statute, 
frit before mentioned for rai/ing a revenne and from ſome 
other expreſſions it rene, Way, * duties were intended. 
for that purpoſ. bo got esd 
In the next year (1167) an VAR y was ds 4 enable; 8 
Majeſty to put the euſtoꝑic and other duties im America under 
the management of ommiſſioners, &c. and the King theres 
upon erected the preſent expenſive Board. of Commilhoners, | 
for the expreſs purpoſe of carrying into execution the ſeveral 
Acts relating to the revenue and trade in America- 
After the repeal of the Stamp- Act, having again 8 
ourſeves to our ancient unſuſpicious affections for the parent 
ſtate, and anxious to avoid any controverſy with her, in 
hopes of a favourable alteration in ſentiments and meaſures 
towards us, we did not preſs our objections againſt the above 
mentioned Statutes made ſubſequent to that repeak. -- +, 
' Adminiſtration attributing to, trifling cauſes, a conduct 
that really proceeded from generous motives, were encoua 
raged in the ſame year (1767) to make a bolder eiperimagnk 
* the patience of America. 
By a Statute commonly called the Glaſs, Paper ond Tea 
Aa, made fifteen months after the repeal of the Stamp Ad, 
the Commons of Great-Britain reſumed their former lan- 
guage, and again undertook to“ give and grant i 
| Ki to be paid in theſe Colonies,” for the expreſs. 
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_ defending the King's dominions, on this continent. 


_ penalties and forfeitures, incurred under this Starute, are to 
de recovered in the fame nen, with thoſe mentioned in 


with difobeying 
fab 


q ; 

E ; 
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| 2 right 
of the Coloniſts without their eon 


t 1 


0 raiſing 4 revenue, to defray the charges of the add 
niftration of juſtice, the ſupport of givs/ government, : Y. 
he 


the foregoing Acts. 


Too this Statute, fo 3 edits to diſturb the tran- | 
Auility then univerſal throughout the Colonies, Parliament, 
| in the fame ſeſſion, added another no leſs extraordinary. 


Ever ſince the making the reſent peace, a ſtanding ar my | 


| has been kept in theſe Colonies. From reſpect to the mo- 


ther country, the innovation was not only tolerated, but the 


. Movincial Legiſlatures enn made proviſion for ſy ppl y- 


ing the troops. 
The Aſſembly of the province of New-York, hening paſs. 


| ſed an Act of this kind, but differing in ſome articles, from 
de directions of the Act of Parliament made in the fifth 


2 of this reign; the Houſe of Repreſentatives in that Co- 
lony was prohibited by a Statute made in the ſeſſion laſt 


; mentioned; from making any bill, order, reſolution or vote, 


xcept for adjourning or chuſing a Speaker, until proviſion 
Bouldt be made by the ſaid Aſſembly for furniſhing the 


troops within that province, not only with all ſuch neceſſa- 


ries as were 


required by the Statute which they auere charged 
but alſo with thoſe required by two other 
ſequent "><, es which. were declared to be i in force until 


5 the twenty fourth day of March 1769. 


Theſe Statutes of the year 1767 rden the 1 . 


bons and Yiſcontents, that had entirely ſubſided on the re- 


of the Stamp- Act and amidſſ the juſt fears and jea - 
thereby occaſioned; a Statute was made in the next 


re e 


Admiralty on a new model, expreſely for the end of more 


| effectually recoveritg the penalties and forfeitures inflicted - 
Reb gon Parliament NE Ur Free \neyfng: 2 


nue i America, & e. 
The immediate tendency of. theſe Statutes 6. to Aber 

of having a ſhare in legiſlation, by rendering Aſo 

ſemblies-ufeleſs ; the right of pr 


rty, by taking the money 
t 3 i the right he of trials by 
= by fubſtirating i in their places trials in Admiralty and 

Courts, where ſingle judges pieſide, holding 


ET ar EEE duriog * and — * 8 


LY 


WES ac 


be Courts of common law, by rendering the Judge Fae 


rorally dependant on the Crown for their ſalaries. = 


Theſe Statutes, not to mention many others exceeding! 
5 compared one with another, will be — 
not only to form a regular ſyſtem, in which every part has 
at force, but alſo a pertinacious adherence to that ſyſtem, 
or ſubjugating theſe Colonies, that are not, and from local 
8 cannot be repreſented in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to the uncontroulable and unlimited power of Farlia- 
ment, in violation of their undoubted rights and liberties, in 
contempt of their humble and repeated ſupplicatioss. 
This conduct muſt appear equally aſtoniſhing and unj juſti- 
fiable, when it is conſidered how unprovoked it has — 
any behaviour of theſe Colonies. From their firſt ks 
ment, their bittereſt enemies never fixed on any of them z 
charge of diſloyalty to their Sovereign or diſaffection to their 
Morther-Country. In the wars ſhe has carried on, they have 
exerted themſelves whenever required, in giving her aſſiſ- 
| rance; and have rendered her ſervices, which ſhe has pub- 
lickly acknowledged to be extremely important. Their fide- 
lity, duty and uſefulneſs during the laſt war, were frequent= 
ly _ affectionately confeſſed * his. late Majeſty and the 
eſent King. 
. reproaches of thoſe, who are moſt nnfriendly to the 
freedom of America, are principally levelled againſt the pro 
vince of Maſſachuſetts Bay; but with what little reaſon, will h 
appear by the following declarations of a perſon, the truth of 
woſe evidence, in their favour, will not be queſtioned—— 15 
— Governor Bernard thus addreſſes the two Houſes of Aſſem - FE SY, 
dly- in his ſpeech on the 24th of April 1762 The una 
nimity and diſpatch, with which you * complied with the 
requiſitions of his Maj eſty, require my particular acknow- ; 
ledgment. And it gives me additional pleaſure to obſerve, 
that 2 have therein acted under no other influence than 2 
due ſenſe of your duty, both as members of a general em- 
pire, and as the body of a particular province.“ 
In another ſpeegh on the 27th of May, in the fame year, 
he ſays, “ Whatever ſhall be the event of the war, it muſk 
be no {mall ſatisfaction to us, that this province hath contri- 
| bated its full ſhare to the ſupport of it. Every thing 5 
Bath been required of it hath been complied. with ; 
we execution of the powers committed to me, for bag the 
provincial troops hath been as full and complete ag the grant 


of them. Never * * ee . levied, = 


4 


* well compoſed, and ry e in 3 field as they have been 
this year; the common cople ſeemed to be animated with 
the ſpirit of the General Court, and to vie with them in 

their readineſs.to ſerve the King.“ ; 

Such was the conduct of the people of the Maſſachuſerts- 
Bay, during the laſt war. As to their beheviour before that 
period, it ought not to have been forgot in Great-Britain, 

that not only on every occaſion they had conſtantly and 
© chearfully complied with the frequent royal requiſitions — 
but that chiefly by their vigorous efforts, Nova Scotia Vas 
ſubdued in 1710, and Louifbourg in 1745. 5 
Foreign quarrels being ended, and the Jomeſtic 1 Wa 
| bances, that quickly ſucceeded on account of the Stamp- act, 
being quieted by its repeal, the Aſſembly of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay tranſmitted an humble addreſs of thanks to the King 

and divers Noblemen, and ſoon after paſſed a bill for grant- 
ing compenſation to * ſufferers in the diſorders occaſioned 
by char act... 

Theſe 8 and the 8 g extracts from — 
vernor Bernard's Letters in 1768, to the Earl of Shelburne, 
Secretary of State, clearly ſhew, with what grateful tender- 
neſs they ſtrove to bury in oblivion the unhappy occaſion of 
the late diſcords, and with what reſpectful reluctance they 

endeavoured to eſcape ſubjects of future controverſy. The 
« Houſe (ſays the Governor) from. the time of opening the 

4 7 ſeſſion to this day, has ſhewn a diſpoſition to avezd. all 
2> x 7g * diſpute with me; every thing having paſſed with as much 
good humour as I could deſire, except only their continuing 

4 to act in addreſſing the King, remonſtrating to the Secre- 

1 tary of ſtate, and empleying a ſeparate agent. It is the 

* importance of this innovation, without any wilfulneſs of 

45 my own, which induces me to make this remonſtrance at a 
4 time when I have a fair proſpect of having, in all other 
© bu/zne/s, nothing but good, to ſay of the proceedings of the 
oc Houſe.”* - 
«© They having ated in all 1 even in their 8 8 
« france auth temper and moderation; they have avoided 
| 9 7 ſubjects of diſpute, . and have laid a foundation for 
= - a removing ſome cauſes of former altercation.” + 5 
= . | I hall make ſuch a prudent and proper uſe of this 

Letter as, I hope, will perfectly teſtore ' the peace and 

1 3 of this province, for which purpoſe conſidera- 

2 fieps have been made by the Hep of SRI RNC | 
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i; ed in theſe letters will have greater force, if it be conſidered, © 


given to the colonies by the ſtatutes paſſed the preceding year. = | 


made ſuch proviſion, as by their reſpective Aſſemblies, the 

beſt judges on ſuch occaſions, was thought expedient, and 

ſuitable to their ſeveral circumſtances. Reſpecting the laſt, 

it is well known to all men the leaſt acquainted with am: 
rican affairs, that the colonies were eſtabliſhed, and have 
y . defended themfelves, without wh 


them by the ſtatutes befbre mentioned, moſt” of them were 
labouring under very heavy debts contracted in the laſt war. | 

80 far were they from ſparipg their money, when their 
Sovereign, conſtitutionally, aſked their aids, that during the ; 
courſe of that war, Parliament repeatedly made them com- 


"conſulting their zeal rather than their Rrength, they had | 
1 chearfully incurred. . 
and irritating to this devoted country. 


5 tions, uniformly rigid and dangerous, have been introduced, 


74 


. 4 e to receive their ſalaties and Fees from the 


"Went was neceſſary to provide for © defraying the charge of 
« the adminiſtration of juſtice, the ſupport of civil govern- 
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that they were written ſeveral months after the freſh alarm 
In this place it ſeems proper to take notice of the infinuge - 


tion in one of theſe ſtatutes, that the interference of Parlia- 


« * ment, and defending the King's dominions in America.“ 
As to the two firſt articles of expence, evety colony had 


Haft aſſiſtance 
rom Great-Britain; and, that at the ſame time her faxing 


penſations for the expences of thoſe ſtrenuous efforts, which, 1 . | 


Severe as the Acts of Paley before PTR are, 
yet the conduct of Adminiftrativn has been equally' injurious, 


Under pretence of governing them, ſo 1 many new iaſtitu- 


as could only be expected from incenſed maſters, for collec- | 
[ing the tribute or rather the plunder ofconquered provinces. 
y an order of the King, the authority of the Commander 
in chief, and under him of the Bri adiers general, in time 
of peace, is rendered ſupreme i in all the civil governmenits in. e 
America; and thus an uncontroutable military power is veſted kk 
12 officers not known to the conſtitution of theſe colonies. | 
A large body of troops and a conſiderable armament of 
| ſhips of war have been ſent to aſhft i in taking their 99757 5 
Vithout thecir'conent, , ä 
Expenſive & oppreſſive offices have been, Malen lndithe _ en 
arts of corruption induftriouſly practiſed to divide and defiroy.. „ 
The Judges of the Adidiralty and Vice Admiralty Courts 


aw 


« 4 — 
F * [1 
. 7 
8 % = | 
8 > 1 | 
— * * 
— < 1 % 
F N 
OY $1 1 8 
. * 
TI oy 
8 6-4 FE vl 
E 2 Le A ; — . 4 , 5 { 
ks 4 — 2 


EY * : 
8 1 * n : ; . 8 
: | tk 36 ; © 


offets to be condemned by themſelves ; 'the eee 
of che cuſtoms are impowered to break open and enter houſes 
Without the authority of any civil magiſtrate founded on 
legal information. : 
Judges of Courts of Common Law have been made entirely 
3 on the Crown for their commiſſions and ſalaries. 
A Court has been eſtabliſhed at Rhode-Iſſand, for the 
e of taking Coloniſts to England to be tried. . 
23 and reaſonable petitions from the Repreſentatives 
of the EN have been frequently treated with contempt; 
and ſſemblies have been repeatedly & arbitrarily diſſolved. 


From ſome few inſtancesit will ſufficiently appear, on what 


pretences of juſtice thoſe diſſolutions have been founded. 
I The tranquility of the colonies having been again diſturbed, 
as has been mentioned, by the ſtatutes of the year 1767, the 
Earl of Hil ho gxough, Secretary of State, in a letter to Go- 
vernor Bernd; dated April 2 57%. cenſures the © pre- 
| ſumption” of the Houſe of Repreſentatives for“ reſolving 
| * upon a meaſure of ſo inflammatory a nature as that of 
 & ewriting to the other colonics, on the ſubjef of their 
© intended repreſentations againſt ſome late Act ef 
1 Parliament,” then declares that, his Majeſty conſideis 
this ſtep as. evidently tending to create unwarrantable 
'« combinations to excite an unjuſtifiable oppoſition w the 
* conſtitutional authority of Parliament. and afterwards - 
adds, —“ It is the King's 42 that as ſoon as the General 
e Court is again aſſembled, at the time preſcribed by the Char- 


4 ter, you ſhould require of the Houſe-of Repreſentatives,in 
. his-Majefty's name, to reſcind the reſolution which gave 
A birth to the circular letter fromthe Speaker, and to declare 
I their diſapprobation of, and diſſent to that raſh and haſty 
% proceeding. _ | 
If the new Aſembly ſhould refuſe to comply with his 
« Majeſty's reaſonable expectation, it is the Kiog's pleaſure, 
& that you ſhould immediately diflolve them“ | 
This letter being laid before the Houſe, and the reſolu- 
| Lion not being reſcinded according to the order, the Afembly 
was diſſolved. A letter of a ſimilar nature was ſent to other 


© Governors to procure reſolutions approving the conduct of 


the Repreſentatives of Maſſachuſetts-Bay to be reſcinded 
alſo; and the Houſes of Repreſentatives in other -olonies 
© vefuſiog to comply, Aſſemblies were diffolved. . 
Theſe mandates ſpoke a language, to which the ears of 
. 9 had for ſeveral ani der . 0 


< i The nature of Aſſemblies implies a power and right of des 
| liberation ; bur theſe commands, profcribing the exerciſe of 
judgment on the propriety of the requiſitions made, left the 
Aſſemblies only the election between dictated ſubmiſhon and 
the threatened puniſhment : A puniſhment too, founded on 
no other act, than ſuch as is deemed innocent even in ſlaves 
—of agreeing in petitions for redreſs of grievances, that 
 c< clic EG nn 
& The hoſtile and un juſtifiable invaſion of the town of 
Boſton ſoan followed theſe events in the fame year; though 
that town, the province in which it is ſituated, and all the 
- þ . colonies, from abhorrence of a conteſt with their parent ſlate, 
” 7 permitted the execution even of thoſe ſtatutes, againſt which 


2 


they ſo unanimouſly were complaining, remonſtrating and 


ſupplicating. „ | Y 
= 2 1 determined to ſubdue a ſpirit of freedom, 
which Engliſh Miniſters ſhould have to cheriſh, 

entered iato a monopoliſing combination Mf We Eaſt-India 
company, to ſend to this continent vaſt quantities of Tea, 

an article on which a duty was laid by a ſtatute, that, in a 
particular manner, attacked the liberties of America, and 
Which therefore the inhabitants of theſe Colonies had re- 
bluolxved not to import. The cargo ſent to South-Carolina 
as ſtared, and not allowed to be ſold. Thoſe ſent to Phi- 
ladelphia and New-York. were not permitted to be landed. 

nat ſent to Boſton was deſtroyed, becauſe Governor - 

Hutchinſon ould not ſuffer it to be returned. | 


» wi 4 1 


On ihe intelligence of theſe tranſactions arriving in Great 
Britain, the public ſpirited town laſt mentioned was ſingled 
out for deſfruction, and it was determined, the province it be- 
longs to ſhould partake of its fate. In the laſt ſeſſion of 
parliament therefore were paſſed the acts for ſhutting up the 
port of Boſton, indemnifying the murderers of the inhabitants 
of Maſſachuſets-Bay, and changing their chartered conſti- 
tution of government. To enforce theſe acts, that province 
zs again invaded by a fleet and army. . 
I To mention theſe outrageous proceedings, is ſufficient to 
explain them. For tho' it is pretended, that the province of 
Yo Mafachuſzrts-Bay has been particularly diſreſpectful. to 
Great Britain, yet in truth the behaviour of the peaple, in 
 ®ther colonies, has been an equal © oppoſition, to the power 
- _ _ aſſumed by parliament,” No ſtep however has been taken 
| againſt my of the reſt. This artful conduct conceals ſeveral 
ain, It l expeGed thas,ths proves IMIR 
n oo 
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Bay ; will be irkireted into ſome violent action; that 1257 dif. 
— 2 the reſt of the continent, or that may induce the peo- 
ple of Great Britain to approve the meditated yengeatice of | 
an imprudent and exaſperated Miniſtry. 5 
If the unexampled pacific temper of that province ſhall 8 
53 5 —. this part of the plan, it is hoped the other Colo- 
Tonies will be ſo far intimidated as to deſert their brethren, 
ſuffering in a common cauſe, and that thus diſunited all may 
| be fabdued. 
Jo promote theſe deſigns, another meaſure has been pur- 
ſued. In the ſeſſion of parliament laft mentioned, an act was 
paſſed, for changing the government of Quebec, by which act 
the Roman Catholic religion, inſtead of being tolerated, as 
ſtipulated by the treaty of peace, is eſtabliſned; and the peo- 
ple there deprived of the right to an aſſembly, trials by jury 
and the Engliſh laws in civil cafes aboliſhed, and inftead 
thereof, the laws eftabliſhed, in direct violation of 
his Majeſty's promiſe by his royal proclamation, under the 
faith of which many Engliſh ſubjects ſertled in that province, 
anch the limits of that province are extended ſo as to com- 
prehend thoſe vaſt regions, that lie adjoining to the north 
erbly and wefternly boundaries of theſe colonies. 
The authors of this arbitrary arrangement flatter then 
ſelves, that the inhabitants, deprived of liberty, and artfully 
provoked againft thoſe of another religion, will be proper 
. inftruments for affiſting in the oppreſſion of loch as _ 
from them in modes of government and faith. 

From the detail of facts herein before W as well as 
Fo authentic intelligence received, it is clear beyond a 
doubt that a "reſolution is formed and now carrying into 
execution, to extinguiſh the freedom of theſe Colonies = | 
ſubjecting them to a deſpotic government. 

At this "unhappy period, we have been Sheri 
and directed to meet and conſult together for the wel- 
fare of our common country, We accepted the impor- 
tant truſt with difidence, but have endeavoured to diſ- 
cCharge it with integrity. Tho' the ſtate of theſe colo - 
nies would certainly juſtify other meaſures than we 


Baye adviſed ; yet weighty reaſons determined us to 


_ prefer thoſe which we have adopted. In the firſt place, 
it appeared t@ us a conduct becoming the character 
theſe colonies have ever ſuſtained, to perform, even in 
the midſ of the unnatural diſtreſſes and imminent dan- 
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therefore, we were — indices to offer once more to o his Ma- FS 
jeſty. the petitions of his faithful and oppreſſed ſubje&s Z 
in America. Secondly, regardiag with the tender A. 
fection, which we knew to be ſo univerſal among our 
countrymen, the people of the kingdom from which 
we derive our original, we could not forbear to regu - 


late our ſteps by an expectation of receiving full con- 
viction, that the coloniſts are equally dear to them, 
Between theſe provinces aud that body ſubſiſts the ſo- 
cial band, which we ardently wiſh may never be diffoly- 


ed, and which cannot be diflolved, until their minds 
ſhall become indi/putably hoſtile, or their inattentios 


ſhall permit thoſe who are thus hoſtile, to perſiſt in pro- 


ſecuting with the powers of the realm the deſtructive 

| meaſures already operating againſt, the coloniſts; and 
in either caſe, ſhall reduce the latter to.ſuch a fruation, | 
that they ſhall be compelled to renounce every regard, 


but ag of ſelf-preſervation. Notwithſtanding the ve- 
| hemence with which affairs have been impelled, they 


have not yet reached that fatal point. We do not 

. incline to accelerate their motion, already alarmingly+ 
rapid; we have choſen a method of oppoſition, that 

does not preclude a hearty reconciliation with our fel- 

low citizens en the other fide the Atlantic. We deeply | 


deplore the urgent neceſſity that preſſes us to an imme 
diate interruption of commerce, that may prove inju- 


rious to them. We truſt they will acquit us of any : 
unkind intentions towards them, by reflecting that we 
ſubject ourſelves to ſimilar inconveniences; that we 


are driven by the hands of violence into unexperienceg, 


and unexpected public convulſions, and that we are 
contending for freedom, fo often contended for by. our | 


1 


. 


anceſtors. 


The people of England will 1 an opportu- 5 


| nity of declaring their ſentiments concerning our cauſe. 


In their” piety, generoſity and good ſenſe, we repoſe _ 


high confidence ; and cannot, upon a review of paſt 


events, be perſuaded, that they, the defenders of true 
religion, and the aſſerters of the rights of mankind, 


will take part againſt their affectionate proteſtant bre- 


thren in the colonies, in favaur of our open and heir : 


_ own ſecret enemies; whoſe intrigues, for ſeveral years 


paſt, have been wholly exerciſed in apps the . 3 | 


* vers of civil and religious As” 


T1 


Aicher recon, that engaged us to prefer Iu 0 . 


5 ereilt mode of oppoſition, aroſe from an afforance, 


_ That this mode will prove effications, if it be perſiſted A 
in with fidelity and virtue; and that your cada will. 2: 
de influenced by thoſe laudable principles, cannot. be 


"queſtioned. Your own ſalvation and that of your poſ- 
terity pow depends upon yourſelves, You have already 


trade, you will weigh in the oppoſire balance, the end- 
Tefs miferies you and your deſcendants muſt endure 


from an eſtabliſhed acbitrary power, You will not 


forget the honour of your country, that muſt from your 


behayiour take its title in the eſtimation of the world, to 
1 ory, or to ſhame; and you will, with the deepeſt atten - 8 


ſhown that you entertain a Proper ſenſe of the bleſ- 
'Angs you are ſtriving to retain. Againſt the tempo- 
rary inconveniences you may ſuffer from a ſtoppage of 


reflect, that if the peaceable mode of oppoſition re- _ 


7 by us, be broken and rendered ineffectual, 
as your cruel and haughty miniſterial enemies, from a 


contemptuous opinion of your firmneſs, infolently pre- ; 
dict will be the caſe, you mutt inevitably be reduced ta 


ruinous, and infamous ſubmiſſion. 
Motives thus cogent ; ariſing. from the emergency 


of your unhappy condition, muſt excite your utmoſt dili- : 


- Chooſe, either a more dangerous conteſt, or 4 final, . 


gence and zeal, to give all poſſible energy to the pacific 5 


meaſures calculated for your relief: but we think 
ourſelves bound in duty to obſerve to you, that the 


reſpects prepared for every contingency. Above all 
things we earne $7 entreat you, with devotion of ſpirit, 


ſehemes agitared againſt "theſe colonies, have been ſs con- 
gutted, as to render it prudent, that you ſhould extend 
your views to the moſt unhappy events and be in all 


_ penitence of heart, and amendment of life, ro humble | 


yourſelves/and implore the favour of Almighty God, 


And we fervently beſeech his divine . to take 


. 2 into bis gracious 3 


0 At BE. 


